Building a Brand
Created by Rebecca Been for the Kern County CattleWomen
For Questions Contact: Rebecca Been @ kcteachersag@aol.com

A lesson plan for teaching about cattle brands.
Target Audience: K-4

Materials needed:

Plain white paper Pencils

Brand Reading Worksheet Crayons

Making Brands: Pipe Cleaners & Paint or Alphabet Stamps & Ink Pad
Optional Materials: Realia - branding iron

Anticipatory Set & Building Background Knowledge

Ask students how they show that their homework or class work belongs to them? How do the
show that a lunch pail or backpack belongs to them? Elicit the answer that by putting your name on your
belongings, it shows your ownership. Explain that a brand works in much the same way. In order for a
rancher to show that they own a cow, they must put their "mark" (name) on it. Without the brand, a
rancher can't prove that cattle belong to him. If his cattle went through a fence onto another ranch, no
one would know who owned them. It would be too difficult to put an entire name, so ranchers develop a
brand that is a simple and unique symbol. All brands must be registered with the government and no two
brands may be identical. Brands typically use letters, numbers, shapes, and lines. There is a special way
to read a brand, so that any rancher looking at another rancher's brand knows what it says. Get ready to
read brands and make your own.

Lesson: Reading a Brand
Use the Brand Reading Worksheet to learn the basic rules of reading a brand and to get some
ideas of a brand that each child could design.

Wrap Up- Art

Give each student plain paper, a pencil, and 1 or 2 pipe cleaners. The students will first design
their brand on paper. Remind them it needs to be SIMPLE! Then the can use the pipe cleaners to create
their brand into a branding iron. For the handle make a ring at one end and a straight line going down to
the brand shape.

*As an alternative to making pipe cleaner brands you can use O'—— —Q

alphabet stamps and markers to create brands. This is especially

useful if you are dealing with very large groups.

After the branding irons are made, students can dip them into paint and "brand" a paper with
their "name". You could also have student make a cow out of construction paper and brand their cow.

Extension Activities:
Use Brand Registration Worksheet to ensure that there are no duplicate brands in your class.
Brainstorm why it would not work to have duplicate brands.
California History: - Cattle Brands of the California Missions / First Brands Registered
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Reading a Brand

Rules: |
1. Left to Right 2. Top to Bottom 3. Outside to Inside

N
R "R" R Quarter Circle R Q Circle R
> Tumbing R & Half Diamond R ® Diamond R

& LazyR R Rafter R | E Box R

A ReverseRr —E Bar R

R walking R Name the Brand?

| F Flying R

.fR, Running R
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CATTLE BRANDS OF
CALIFORNIA MISSIONS

NAME

SAN DIEGO DE ALCALA
SAN LUIS REY DE FRANCIA
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO
~ SAN GABRJEL ARGCANGEL
SAN FERNANDO REY DE ESPANA
SAN BUENA VENTURA
SANTA BARBARA
SANTA INEZ
LA PURISMA CONCEPTION
SAN LUIS OBISPO DE TOLOSA
SAN MIGUEL ‘
SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA
- NUESTRA SENORA DE LA SOLEDAD
SAN CARLOS BORRQMEO P& CARMELO
SAN JUAN BAUTISTA
~ SANTA CRUZ
SANTA CLARA
SAN JOSE
SAN FRANCISCO DOLORES
SAN RAFAEL ARCHANGEL
SAN FRANCISCO DE SOLANO

FOUNDED LOGATION BRAND GATTLE

1760 SANDIEGO §) g.00cC
Iy98 SANWIS REY' § 26,000
1770 CAPISTRANO (R 10,000
I771 LOSANGELES § 20500
I[7O7 SANFERNANDO 4 12500
1782 VENTURA 4 I730C
1780 SANTABARBARA ¥ 3600
1804 SANTA INEZ 2 7300

I787 CONCEPTIN @ 10,50C
1772 SANLUSCRISPO &  g60C
1797 SANMIGUEL 3  Q.000
I771 MONTEREYCO. Z& 5,000
I791  SOLEDAD $ 66co
I771 CGARMEL M 2040
1797 SANJUAN & 11,000
I791 SANACRUZ 2 3,400
1777 SANTACLARA 4 9.000
1797 MISSINSANJOSE  J 2,000
- 1776 SANFRANCISCO  F 4,200
1817 SAN RAFAEL (0 1,200
1824 : SONOMA F 2,500
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